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SUBJECT: BUKOVSKIY IN BRITAIN - PART II 
REP: LONDON 404 (NOT AL) 

1 . SOVIET DISSIDENT VLADIMIR BUKOVSKIY LEPT THE UK 
FOR THE CONTINENT ON JANUARY 15TH. HIS FINAL HOURS 
WERE MARKED BY DOMESTIC POLITICAL SQUABBLES INVOLVING 
ALL THREE OF BRITAIN'S MAJOR PARTIES. 

2. ON JANUARY 14TH, BUKOVSKIY VISITED THE HOUSE OP 
COMMONS AS THE GUEST OF FORMER LIBERAL PARTY LEADER AND 
MRS. JEREMY THORPE. (MRS. THORPE, WHO SPEAKS ELUENT 
RUSSIAN, INTERPRETED POR BUKOVSKIY IN THE GALLERY.) 
CONSERVATIVE LEADER MARGARET THATCHER USED BUKOVSKIY'S 
PRESENCE AS AN OCCASION TO EULOGIZE HIM AND TO OBSERVE 
THAT BY NOT MEETING WITH BUKOVSKIY, PRIME MINISTER 
CALLAGHAN WAS DENYING HIMSELF AND HIS GOVERNMENT THE 
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OPPORTUNITY TO GET SOME PIRST-HAND INFORMATION ON 
SOVIET NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THE HELSINKI PINAL ACT. 
OBVIOUSLY HARD PUT TO EXPLAIN WHEN HE HAD STOPPED 
BEATING HIS WIFE, CALLAGHAN ANGRILY RETORTED THAT 
MRS. THATCHER'S OWN MEETING WITH BUKOVSKIY HAD BEEN A 
"COY" ONE AND SAID THAT HMG WAS FULLY DOCUMENTED ON 
THE STATE OF SOVIET PLAY ON HELSINKI. CALLAGHAN 
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ADDED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS PREPARED TO MEET WITH 
BUKOVSKIY IF IT APPEARED THAT SUCH A MEETING WOULD BE 
USEEUL. 

3. IT WAS LATER REVEALED THAT BUKOVSKIY HAD INDEED 
BEEN SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH PARLIAMENTARY UNDER- 
SECRETARY OE STATE EOR EOREIGN AEEAIRS LORD GORONWY- 
ROBERTS, BUT BUKOVSKIY BEGGED OEE WITH THE CLAIM THAT 
HE WAS INDISPOSED. ALTHOUGH MANY COMMENTATORS HAVE 
MADE THE OBVIOUS ALLUSIONS TO "DIPLOMATIC ILLNESS," 
BUKOVSKIY HIMSELF, HIS FRIEND AND HOST DAVID MARKHAM, 
AND THE FCO HAVE ALL INSISTED THAT THE INDISPOSITION 
WAS GENUINE; AS BUKOVSKIY WAS OBVIOUSLY EATIGUED 
DURING HIS HEAVY SCHEDULE IN BRITAIN, THIS EXPLANATION 
MAY WELL BE TRUTHEUL. 

4. A EURTHER NUANCE TO THE POLITICAL INEIGHTING WAS 
ADDED WHEN MARIAN WRIGGLESWORTH, SECRETARY OF THE 
MANIEESTO GROUP (THE LABOR PARTY'S "RIGHT WING") SAID 
THAT HE HAD RECEIVED AN INVITATION TO MEET BUKOVSKIY 
AT A RECEPTION HELD BY THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE, 

A LABOR PARTY ERINGE GROUP, AND ARGUED THAT IF 
BUKOVSKIY HAD GENUINELY WISHED TO MEET WITH LABOR 
PARLIAMENTARIANS, HE WOULD HAVE GONE THROUGH REGULAR 
PARTY CHANNELS. 

5. TOTTING UP THE SCORES, WE NOTE THAT BUKOVSKIY DID 
MEET WITH THE LEADERS OE THE CONSERVATIVE AND LIBERAL 
PARTIES (HE SAW DAVID STEEL AT SOME POINT), BUT DID NOT 
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SEE LABOR'S TOP FIGURES. IN AN EPISODE REMINISCENT OE 
SIMILAR HAPPENINGS ELSEWHERE, PM CALLAGHAN POUND HIS 
POLITICAL OPPONENTS READY TO SKEWER HIM ON THE HORNS 
OP THE nil EMMA OF THE HEAD OF GOVERNMENT WHO IS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY CALLED UPON TO BUILD BETTER RELATIONS 
WITH THE USSR AND TO WELCOME A LEADING SOVIET DISSIDENT 
FIGURE. 

ARMSTRONG 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, DISSIDENT FACTIONS, POLITICAL PRISONERS, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LONDON00824 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77001 7-0511 

Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 46/aaaabobh. tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c2d1f2d8-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 LONDON 404 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3582739 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BUKOVSKIY IN BRITAIN - PART II 
TAGS: PINT, UK, UR, (BUKOVSKIY, VLADIMIR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c2d1f2d8-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



